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Chancery Private agreements were often confirmed by the Court of
frMeand Chancery or the Court of Exchequer * in order to strengthen
Acts of their legal validity. Yet the private agreement suffered
from the defect that it required the unanimous consent of
those affected, and it was apparently doubtful whether even
a decree in Chancery could bind a dissentient minority 2.
This unanimous consent was difficult to obtain 3, although
sometimes it was secured by buying out recalcitrant in-
dividuals at exorbitant prices 4 or by threatening tenants
with lawsuits 5. To overcome the difficulty, recourse was
had to private Acts of Parliament, which differed from decrees
in Chancery in the respect that they could set in motion the
process of enclosure, and not merely confirm an arrangement
already concluded; and, further, they were binding upon
dissentients. The private Act of Parliament, however,
developed out of the decree in Chancery since at first its
purpose was to give legal validity to an existing agreement6,
though later it served both to initiate and regulate enclosures.
There are a few examples of enclosure by Act of Parliament
in the seventeenth century 7; they become more frequent
under the first two Georges ; and the number was increased
to several thousands after 1760 8. The cause and extent of
the rapid increase of parliamentary enclosure—a procedure
stigmatized by Arthur Young as " a composition of public
folly and private knavery " 9—and the complicated social
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